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AN ORAL HISTORY OF EMMA KOLB, ONE-ROOM SCHOOLTEACHER

By
Ruth Ann Fry
In Partial Fulfillment of the requirements for the degree
Master of Science, Department of Education,
Fort Hays State University

1986

CHAPTER II
ORAL INTERVIEW
Ruth:

Ok.
They have some questions on here about, they
wanted to know a little about you,
They had on
here they wanted to know how old you were?

Emma:

I'm 68.

Ruth:

68.
Somebody was asking me about that and I said
I wasn't real sure you know and things like that,
And they wanted to know where ah - - what grade
school you attended?

Emma:

Yes, ah, you mean from first grade on.

Ruth:

Yes.

Emma:

Okay.
I started at Daton Center in Phillips County
and that's the schoolhouse there, They moved that
into Phillipsburg now and we did you know,

Ruth:

Yes.

Emma;

Okay.
I was there for three years until 1927.
In
1927, shout October, we moved to Albert, Kansas and
I went to District 25, Elm Grove which is in Rush
County and I finished my eighth grade there,

Ruth:

Ok.

Emma:

I went on to high school.
It was not so common or
customary for girls to go to high school.
In fact,
it was rathered frowned upon in the first place.
So it was a little difficult to get parents and people
to consent that I go to high school. Well, of course,
my parents were poor and had no money so ah, they
weren't for it but then I said, I would work my way
through; which I did,
But I went to Phillipsburg
again, I went back to Phillipsburg.
I went to Phillips
County High School there because they was a normal
training, and I wanted to teach. And, ah, (clear
throat) Great Bend would of been closer but I couldn't
of had my normal training.
So I went to Phillipsburg,

Did you go on to high school?
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Ruth:

And how about college?

Emma:

And I went to Fort Hays all of my college years.

Ruth:

Good old alma mater,

Emma:

I never went a regular session,
by summer or correspondance.

Ruth:

Oh, really!

Emma:

Never, never a regular session.

Ruth:

Hum.

Emma:

Never,

Ruth:

And so you have taught how many years originally,
all together?

Emma:

Thirty-seven,

Ruth:

Counting, ok.

Emma:

Two years ego,

Ruth:

Ohl And where were the schools at that you taught,
I know you said you probably tuaght all over but

Emma:

Well, no rural schools. No, I didn't teach all
over,
I taught mostly in the country,
I started
out in Rush County because at the time that was
where my folks lived, down towards the Albert area
about 17 miles west of Great Bend, Well, I taught
at Nacoma, which is about 4 - 5 - 6 - 4 miles south
of Lacrosse and about 8 over.
I think something
like that.
It's out in that area,
I taught in
Nacoma in the rural school at Mount Zion, which is
no longer there,
They closed it,
But it was a
rural area.
It was mostly, my children were Seven
Day Adventists, which was a new experience for me,
but it was, but I got along just beautifully there
and then I left them and I taught then three years
up in Phillips County where I but not too long there
either, then I went to the Ellinwood area, south of
Ellinwood• then a country school which was District
38, Lincoln School in Barton County, and stayed
there until 1948, when my father passed away,
I had

I

did everything

You didn't go like in the fall,

When did you retire?
85, 84, spring of 84,
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mother, a little brother and sister on hand,
And
so in order to get everybody under one roof so I
didn't have to pay rent both places, I moved back
into Great Bend because I suppose the folks were
living 17 miles west of Great Bend.
So I moved
everybody into Great Bend and I tried to work for
the County Superintendent's Office but I didn't
like it.
I wanted to teach and so we moved to
Bays to get everybody under one roof.
Ruth:

And you've been in Hays ever since.

Emma:

And I have been in Hays ever since. Now I had to
teach outside.
I went back and I went back down
to Nacoma to teach for about the same people but
now it was for the children's children. And that
the - - - • Oh, some of the older ones were still
there but I taught there two years until I could
get into Hays.
Hays didn't want me.

Ruth:

Didn't want you?

Emma:

Oh, no!
I had never gone to a town school and I
had never taught in a rural, in a town school,
They
thought that maybe I couldn't teach in their schools.
And I didn't have a degree yet at that time but I
moved my family then my mother, a brother and a
sister into Hays because I thought well then that
away, if I can get into Hays then we'd have our
high school and our college and I wouldn't have to
worry about them so ah, which worked out just fine.
Then in two years teaching back out in the country,
the superintendent, then which was Mr. Nichols, Ed
Nichols, you wouldn't know him.
He's gone now but
he was just a wonderful guy,
He was my first superintendent when I first started teaching and he was
there when I came again,
But anyway, ah, thirteen
or fourteen years later he helped me get into Hays,

Ruth:

Good.

Emma:

Telling Hays if they didn't
what they were missing.
So
degree and then l found out
teachers without degrees in

Ruth:

So you weren't the only one.

want ~e they didn't know
I did get in without my
that there were alot of
Hays.
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Ruth:

What did you - did you receive any type of awards
while teaching in the rural area?

Emma:

No.
I probably didn't because for one thing I
shy away from those things,
I hate awards. The
only thing I did which was maybe unusual for a
rural scholl is I had student teachers while I
was down in the Ellinwood area.
I had student
teachers come from Emporia not from Fort Hays,
come and stay for a week or so for just the
experience.
They didn't do the full studentteaching but they'd come out, stay a couple of
days, oh, their instructor came with them or
something like that.
I had student teaching
experience before, I mean, student teachers. I
never had student teaching myself.

Ruth:

Oh, you never did.

Emma:

That's another story.

Ruth:

Did you - did you have any - anything left over
like records or things about like report cards,
anything like that, that you - - - ?

Emma:

U - m - m - m. I didn't save any of those because
like I say you know I never.
I just never taught
even the same way every year.
So I never saved anything.
And ah, but people always ask me that but
you know it really wasn't much different than they
are now.
Now I did, did want to show you that children were no different,
I got little things. This
is from my first school. Little cards,
These are
from the children,
I mean you still do that now.
(During this time we looked at a variety of little
items she had saved from her children.)

Ruth:

Oh, yeah!

Emma:

See because I just this year (laugh) now it looks
no different,

Ruth:

No, no,

Emma:

Little letters like that you get those now. And
ah, you know it was just no different.
The children
- children - I found children to be the same and I

Those are nice.
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found them to be the same whether they were in the
rural or whether they were in the (she was looking
through some drawers) in the school area,
See you
get things like this - - - ,
(She showed me some
more little notes and gifts from the children,)
Ruth:

Oh, little pictures, yeah,

Emma:

And it just, ah, it just not different, Rhat I
save this is, if you don't make them, I wouldn't
know the year, which was which.

Ruth:

You know teachers really like to receive little
things like this,

Emma:

Oh, I guess it is nice.
That's what I say.
But
I mean children were no different, um.
After three
years of high school, you could teach and then you
got, that was my first certificate,
(She showed me
the first teaching certificate she received,) I
didn't - I got - I took an examination in the county
superintendent's office and that was that,

Ruth:

Do you think I could borrow this to get a copy off
of this to put with my report?

Emma:

You sure can.

Ruth:

Oh, good,

Emma:

Now, if I could - I was looking for my first contract
so you could see it but I didn't get it,
( She showed
me her eighth grade diploma.)
That was my eighth grade
diploma,
l thought it was my high school diploma, but
it - - - • But the children were no different.
Here
we have school programs in you know in the rural school,
you did everything.
But see the children themselves These were my kids.
Schools were large and you
had all eighth grades.
But I don't know, I loved it,
(We began to look at some pictures.) There are two of
my eighth graders.
Jewels!
Oh, after you, you knew I
lived in the district,
I made myself part of the
district.
! always got along fine with the parents.
The parents did alot for us,
(We looked at a few more
pictures.) Here is a parent coming with his pickup,
pickup, taking us, picking us up to go to another
school to play baseball,
Of course, we won, We always
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won.
Here is some of my boys agsin.
One of our
school board, farmers taking us to a picnic or took
us to a picnic at the park.
We always had parents
with us.
But you see I was just showing you this
to let you know people all think it was so different,
it really wasn't.
Ruth:

Alot of them were saying, I guess it depends on the
times too - - -

Emma:

Children were children.

Ruth:

Did you have all the subjects in school?

Emma:

Yes, I even had to teach my own Music and Art which
I didn't mine.
I had it, if someone didn't teach it,
I did,
I liked it.
We had - - - • Now when I went
to Ellinwood, well even at my first school up at
Mount Zion in Rush Center, that is Rush County, we
had a band, but I didn't have to teach band because
one of the dads, business people or so would come
in and had band classes once a week for them.
I
taught them during the week.

Ruth:

What about, how long was your day in school usually?
What time did you - - - can you remember?

Emma:

School was from 9 to 4.
There was - - - ,
That was
only eight months until - - - the nine month school
came in 19
for me it was in Ellinwood that is out
in the country in 1947 was the first year we had nine
month school.
It was an eight month school then,

Ruth:

Was there any reason for that?

Emma:

Farming!
Farming community,
Ah, ah, everybody worked
with horses and the seven and eighth grade boys and
girls were needed on the farm for the spring planting
and the fall you didn't have them sometimes until just
about the end of September because of the corn harvest
or something they had to do yet for the farm.
Yeah,
I think it was because of a farming region.
They
needed their children at home.

Ruth:

Was there any teaching methods that you used that were
maybe different from when you started out til like up
until you retired?
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Emma:

Oh, yes!
My goodness, yes,
You change with the
times.
The only thing I never did throw completely
was a more or less it was from a very structured
at first when 1 think back but we didn't know any
different then to a more relax structure, more of
a giving the children a little more choice, a little
more freedom, getting them to participate in the
running of the school,
But ah, I never did when it
got to the lazy fair, do as you please, I never did
accept that,
I never quit teaching phonics or the
basics or do with what you want when you want,
I
never could go that way,

Ruth:

You had a structured kinda day for everything.

Emma:

More or less, although, there you were very flexible,
I never tried to being like the teachers were that
I went to school, No, you could turn around,
You
could sneeze.
You could even laugh in my building,
Which when I had the school in the old school, boy,
I remember so many times, slap of the hands, a ruler
on your wrist,

Ruth:

Were there any special classes offered like during
the times, like for those kids who were like slower?

Emma:

Not what I would say special but a maybe modified
at a slower rate maybe because not as much. Oh, yes,
We made individual allowances,

Ruth:

Were there special teachers?

Emma:

No, no special teachers.
None,
The only time I
had special help was if some student teachers would
come to observe and she would be there a couple of
days or in the wintertime, I had a little more help
because if I needed it because ah, sometimes in the
district found, well like the one in Barton County,
There was one mother there who had been a nurse and
she was married living on the farm, now she was no
longer nursing.
Well she'd come to school and help
me with the children.
She'd talk to them about their
health you know, so we could get a little more practical help and then another mother I had, and I always
tried to find like I said become one of the district
so 1 knew everybody,
I could always in the wintertime find a mother to come in and sit with a child

There were not - -

-

.
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that was having problems, but if I'd tell them
what I wanted done like listen to them read, or
help them read or tell them stories or a mother
that played the piano beautifully,
You know we
would have her come in and just play for us,
Oh,
that was a treat because we didn't have music,
We didn't have electricity so you didn't have
phonographs or anything like that either.
Ruth:

What about the different times for classes? Was
there alot of time spent on one subject more than
the others?

Emma:

lam sure there would of been some subjects neglected because that depended on the teacher though,
I emphasized because that was my thinking, reading,
writing had to be.
You had to be a beautiful
writer,
Hath and reading were my strong points
probably and still are today.
l still like them
and writing,
But I also was very maybe to much
strict on their language arts because many of them
had trouble speaking and if you listen to me you
say what are you talking about,
But I realize the
problems I had as I came through and they were
German background and the children needed to speak
and write the English structure and l was very
thorough with that.

Ruth:

What about - were there compentency tests for the
kids?

Emma:

Oh, yes!
Oh, yes!
State tests!
There were when
I started out there were monthly state tests but
then to become what they called their bi-monthly
tests, every two months, which was just about every
nine weeks.
It just about in the nine weeks bases,
We use to have a four week grade card then it was
a nine week grade card,
You still had the state
directed tests and you gave them and the county
superintendent's office scored them.
Your kids had
to pass them especially your eighth graders at the
end of the year for promotion purposes definitely,
yes.

Ruth:

What did, did they have like a school library?

Emma:

No, there was no regular library in any of the
schools that I remember when I came, but I loved
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to read and I saw to it that books were there,
But first when I first taught, it was just the
books I could gather either from homes or once
in a while the school board would let me buy
some books,
The reading circle was - - - see
they didn't believe in books for one thing.
When
the reading circle came out people thought well
thats from the state that must be good, so I was
allowed to buy once in a while a few books from
the reading circle, When I moved down to Ellinwood
in the Barton County area, we had a traveling
library, a bookmobile kinda thing that I could get
out of the Great Bend area and so we had that,
But
as far as a regular library in the building, no,
Ruth:

What about, did ah, did you have a certain type of
textbook?

Emma:

State-adopted, all state adopted textbooks.
The
readers, the math, yes, all the books were stateadopted,

Ruth:

Can you remember the reading series or if there
was one?

Emma:

Yes, there was one,
I should have those books here,
I was trying to think of my first grade readers.
(Pause.)
I don't remember them,
But ah - - - •
Many of them were just the Kansas State Printer.
I
mean, you know,
They weren't - - - ,
They were
Kansas Printed,
Kansas State Printed Books,
The
primer, if I as I look back, were not interesting,
not one bit,
We wrote our own stories most of the
time,

Ruth:

Did they have colored pictures?

Emma:

No, they were, not - no - 1 they were black and white
mostly or a dark greenish color or something,
They
weren't colored like they are now.
No.

Ruth:

Where did you say the books were printed?

Emma:

In Topeka,

Ruth:

What about the atmosphere in your classroom?

Kansas State Printer.
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Emma:

Funt

Ruth:

Fun!

Emma:

We always had fun,

Ruth:

Were you - would you be classified to say you
might of been a strict teacher?

Emma:

No or yes!

Ruth:

You had order,

Emma:

We had order but we had fun and ah - I could never
teach just bang - bang - bang.
I always have to
present thin&s differently and I did that to the
way to the end of my teaching.
It was always fun,
You have to,
We had lots of fun,
Children automatically don't like History but you certainly
made it so they liked it,
They automatically don't
like Math, most of them.
But you can make it,

Ruth:

What were some of the rules you kinda had in your
classroom? Was there anything special?

Emma:

Just don't disturb because there are so many classes
going on at once,
Five different classes going on
at once.
If you think of what rural school, maybe
they were that way but not in my school.
Now when
I attended rural school thats the way we were, We
were plastered in our seats and you stayed there in
nice rows.
Not when I taught because I never liked
it.
I usually had several groups at the same time.
I would work with a group, and somebody over here
would be working and I had all these eighth graders
and all these seventh graders.
See in the fifth
grade I started typing,
I started teaching them
typing, talking about special classes, yes they
took typing and piano lessons from me.
I neither
typed nor played piano but I could teach it,

Ruth;

Oh - - - I

Emma:

So I taught
and started
they got to
building in
first grade

That depended on the teacher,

them typing.
I bought my own typewriter
with the fifth graders so by the time
the eighth grade, see I stayed in the
the school long enough to start them from
thru the eighth grade,
But then by the
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time they got to the eighth grade, they could type,
So they typed up all my lessons for me for the
lower grades plus their lessons,
Ruth:

Did you use the older kids to kinda help the little
ones in school?

Emma:

Yes, in a way, although they didn't have all that
much time because their lessons were demanding,
They had to pass all these tests and get through
our books.
Oh, you did have to finish a book for
the school board saw to that,
i mean you had to
finish the book,
You weren't free there,
Which
was alright,
But a piano player, you could find
someone who could learn the piano, they learned
to play by the time so I always had someone playing
piano for us, unless we could get a professional
in sometimes and really play for them,

Ruth:

Did ah - - - were there any special observances
in school?
I know you mentioned something about

- - -

.

Em.ma:

Yes, there were certain conditions I would say.
There had to be programs.
They expected programs
and Halloween was always usually a boxed supper
with a program.
Christmas had to be a program,
There had to be a spring program.
There was last
day of school; was a program and a picnic or a
supper, you know.

Ruth:

Was that spring program, did it have to, was it
anything in particular?

Emma:

No, I don't think so although with mine, it was
more or less presenting some of the things we
learned during the school year. We had art shows,
and things that the children learned, that the
children would present,

Ruth:

Did you have spelling bees?

Emma:

We had spelling bees, Ue had spell downs.
had boxed suppers, Yes.

Ruth:

How about did they have, well you mentioned that
they didn't have music, but did they have music
contests?

We
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Emma:

No, no.
There were not music contests,
There
were county (clear throat) spelling bees just
like we have now,

Ruth:

~ere they any graduations that, what type of
graduation ceremonies did you have?

Emma:

Not, not that it had to be but with our spring
program and our last day supper we had eighth
grade recognition.

Ruth:

You incorporated that into -

Ruth:

Do you remember the names of the schools you
taught at?

Emma:

I started out at Pretty Prairie,
No, sorry
that's a mistake.
I started out at Mount Zion
in Rush County and from Mount Zion I went up
to Phillips County to Morning Star District 24,
It is no longer there either, neither is Mount,
Zion.
Then I went to Lincoln School, District 38
in Barton County, down south of Ellinwood on the
Arkansas River,
That's another experience, ~e
made use of that,

Ruth:

I bet science was a joy,

Emma:

Science.
I loved it.
I took my children walking
many, many times,
For the experience,

Ruth:

There were all sorts of things everytime just
right out your back door.

Ruth:

Could you describe for me a typical day at school?

Emma:

Well, yes,
In the fall, you always walkec,
Of
course, yo~ walked all the time whether it rained,
snowed, blistered or blew you off the map with the
dust.
I usually got to school about 7:30 A,M,
Two and a half miles was a pretty good walk that
was usually - - - • I get there 7:30, I think
and get the fire going if it was wintertime,
In
the fall, you got the water.
You didn't have to
clean school because very much, because the children
did it with me, my eighth graders,
Now where I
said in the fall, I might sometimes have to start
a little fire in the morning before school because
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the boys weren't there yet,
But in the winter,
the boys hsd that all done by the time I got
there at 7:30,
Ruth:

They knew what you needed to have done.

Emma:

Yeah, the eighth grade boys had that already all
done because they'd take the cattle out or have
their horses go to check the cattle, or check
their traps, they were skunk hunters and possum
hunters and you knew it.

Ruth:

Oh, boy!

Emma:

And ah, they lit the stove for me,
But that
depended on how you got along in the district
whether anybody did anything for you.

Ruth:

So if you didn't get along in the district - - -

Emma:

- - - you didn't have any help.
They just thought
well if you're going to be snooty, be snooty.

Ruth:

How were you, you know, like you mentioned how to
get along, were you expected to conduct yourself?

Emma:

Yes!
Oh, yes!
Very properly.
that was not difficult for me,

(Laugh)

Oh, yes I
So,

-

-

•

Of course
-

Ruth:

Did you have like a code of ethics or morals?

Emma:

I don't think I would of gotten along in the
district I was in, in all the districts I was in
if I had been smoking, or drinking or running around
or it wouldn't have worked so if I got to school late,
or kids wouldn't of passed, or one thing or another,
or if I wouldn't of been sympathetic of understanding
of the children or slow learners especially because
you had everybody there, and you wouldn't of gotten
alon; in the district,

Ruth:

Were you in charge of any extracurricular things?

Emma:

Like our baseball,

Ruth:

Yes, different activities.

Emma :

Yes,

tournaments.

Yes, yes, we had some.

Then
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our teacher's association.
our teacher's association,
our teacher's association.

I always belonged to
Yes, I was officers in

Ruth:

Were there a problem of teacher turnover?
hard to find teachers during those times?

Was it

Emma:

Not the times I helped,
Sometimes I helped in the
county superintendent's office, not so much as
finding a teacher as getting the school board to
accept teachers.
They always wanted the cheapiest
one they could find and therefore you had to weed
out before you presented them to people who you
knew, didn't have any rieht to be teaching,
It was
kinda, like a screening process.

Ruth:

Did you - did more than one teacher work at the
school?

Emma:

No.
I never had more than one teacher.
Now there
were schools that had two teacher schools but they
were usually a more of a - - - that came about
later when we had consolidated schools.
But the
consolidated schools didn't come in until about ''47."

Ruth:

Since you were the only one there, what about the
principal?

Emma:

I was everything,

Ruth:

You were everything.

Emma:

The county superintendent came out, was suppose to
come out twice a year,
If he came once a year, I
was lucky,
But if I think back now, I wouldn't do
it again.
I wouldn't teach that way because you
were really isolated out there with about 30 kids
or 27 kids, 28 kids and the fastest communication
was maybe a mile down the road, send a kid runnin&,

Ruth:

What about a - what evaluation system did they use
for you then when he did come to observe?

Emma:

You know that I don't know what they used because
they never went over that with us,

Ruth:

They never went over - - -
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Emma:

You never knew how you stood with anybody even if
you asked.
That didn't make any difference.
I
don't know how they evaluated even when l worked
in the office.
I didn't see any evaluations.

Ruth:

How about discipline problems!
those that came about?

Emma:

Well, this might be hard to believe.
I really never
had what I would call real discipline problems.
When I vent to Barton County, the reason I vent down
to that school was because they couldn't keep a
teacher there.
Eut as I told the school board, they
were always trying to, by October we had the third
teacher down there and I said its because you are
trying to get the cheapiest teacher you can find
and they have no experience.
Your boys are already
16 - 17 years old, in the eighth grade you know,
going for a lark, not going for fun, I said ''I'd
go down there and teach that class myself, that
school." I did,
And I stayed there eight years.

Ruth:

How about ah - did a, did female teachers handle
discipline problems differently from a male?

Emma:

I don't think so, ah, because one of the schools,
the school, the one right south of me had a man
teacher that we played baseball with.
I don't
know,
I thought I couldn't see any difference in
our school children conducting themselves and his
when they were up or when we went down or when
Miss Hammer, who is still down at Ellinwood, I think
she - - - well she is retired now, but she's still
there, she taught with me as long as I did down there,
Her school - - - •
I couldn't see any difference.
They were always children.
Of course, they were
county children and they were more or less courteous,
I don't know.
We got along alri&ht.
I can't
remember the man's mane right now.

Ruth:

What about ah, it says ah, do ya, where did ya live?

Enma:

I boarded with always stayed with a farm family,
I
just boarded there.
Ya, ah, in Mount Zion, I got
$45.00 a month, I paid $15,00 a month board and room.
So you see they say well what you get wasn't enough
money,
Well compared, if you get what now a month
at least $900,00, or something like that, maybe you

Dov did you handle
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you pay $250,00.
So the percentages is the same.
$15,00 was alot out of $45,00,
Ruth:

Oh, yeah.

Emma:

So a I stayed in the district and went to school,
ate and lived the way the family lived,

Ruth:

How a - it says - does much of the schooling how much schooling did you have to have in order
to teach?

Emma:

High School.

Ruth:

Just to High school,

Emma:

- - - to high school, that was, I did it in three
years,
But then I finished completely, finished
high school,
I have a high school diploma.

Ruth:

So you didn't, you didn't really have a college
degree.

Emma:

Not when I started, No.

Ruth:

I'm working on mine.

Ruth:

How about the schoolhouse? You said you taught
in different areas,
When were they built and how?

Emma:

The one, Daton Center, I think was built in 1902,
I wouldn't say that for sure.
I started in 1925
in Daton Center but I think when they, ah, if I
reoember right, the sign up on the building said
1902, The ones, that I went to the finish from
third grade to ei&hth grade down in Rush County,
Elo Grove, District 25, was built in 1925 because
we moved there in 1927 and it was a new school
house.
Daton Center was the typical one room just one room - just like always this schoolhouse,

Ruth:

Who built the schools?

Emma:

The farmers.
The district farmers.
The school
board was in charge, the same way with the one
built in 1925.

Ruth:

What kind of materials did they use?

I have my Masters now.
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Emma:

Wood!
All the buildings I taught in and all the
buildings I went to in the rural areas were wood.
Simple wood with wooden floors and shingled roofs.

Ruth:

Do you think the materials came from, like in the
community?

Emma:

No, I don't think because it was, I
shipped in from lumber yards.

Ruth:

Were the schools that you taught at, were they
public schools?

Emma:

They were public schools all of them,

Ruth:

Now we get to the good stuff here.
What type of
heating, lighting and tiolets were available?

Emma:

The tiolets were outdoor privys in all the schools
that I attended and that I taught in the rural areas,
They were all outdoor privys.
The lighting system
- there wasn't any and not even gas lamps or anythins
like that,
~e had no lishting system.
When we had
evening meetings, the farmers just brought lanterns,
But there was no lighting system.
In the dust storm
days, it was always impossible to see.

Emma:

What was the other one?

Ruth:

Heating.

Emma:

Heatin&!
Coal or wood stoves, We did have coal but
they bought the coal, We didn't have to bring our
own fuel.
The water situation, the only place where
we didn't have to haul the water, now I didn't have
to bring it the school board hauled it or one of the
farmers brought water every morning was a Barton
County,
We had a well outside the schoolhouse.

Ruth:

How did ya get - - - • This answers my next question.
Eow did the school get the water?

Emma:

Well, they had to haul but that was not unusual
because they had to haul water to their farms.
There
just was no water.

think it was
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Ruth:

Did they get it from like area rivers?

Emma:

Ah, wells.
But who ever had a well.
The farmers
like up at Phillipsburg area,
My, I have a nephew
up there now.
He is still the only one who has a
well on his place that always has enough water.
Farmers come to get their drinking water at his
place still today,

Ruth:

Did they charge in those days?

Emma:

No, no you, no farmer would of thought of charging
another farmer for anything if he needed it. Louis
still doesn't charge for his water.

Ruth:

Most of them, were kinda of if you needed it - - -

Emma:

- - - you helped each other out and you still do,
In the farm areas in the like in the Phillipsburg
area - - - no you didn't have to pay for water,
For
goodness sakes, what kind of a person are you, to let
your neighbor thirst to death,
You know, no, they
wouldn't of thought of it,

Ruth:

I didn't know, because I know times change now that
I wondered just how - - - ,

Emma:

I think now a days you may in sooe places, may have
to pay for your drinking water.
But because it, well
you know, a town you can see why,

Ruth:

How about ah, like you said who kept the buildings up?
You know who was in charge of keeping the building?

Emma:

The school board was really in charge,
If anything
was wrong, you went to the school board,
But the
teacher was expected to keep the building clean and
sanitary, ·How you did it didn't make much difference,
I did it.
I mean all the time.
But I always never
out of eighth graders who on a Saturday morning, mine
you, after the cattle were all taken care of - - - •

Ruth:

Wouldn't mine coming in to - - -

Ecma:

Xo, they came in,
We scrubbed that floor,
We scrubbed
the privys up and down and we did windows and cleaned
out, you know things like trash and stuff.
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Ruth:

Were there anything - - - were the buildings, did
they change over the years, in the buildings where
you taught.
You know, how were they made?

Emma:

No.
I think they were typical buildings.
Just
typically made.
They only building that I thought
I was so fortunate was in that is out in the country, I called in Ellinwood, because that was our
address.
I had two rooms so I could have the little
folks in the afternoon in one room and it had a
glass, you know, window, big, like a picture window,
I could look into it so I could see, but then that
away my little ones could play or do some activities,
while not disturb the upper grades.

Ruth:

But mostly there wasn't any difference in the
buildings.

Emma:

No, they all had these screwed down desks that you
couldn't use.

Ruth:

They sat in rows.

Emma:

Rows.
They had thee all on platforms and had them
screwed down so you couldn't move them.
So you
worked around them.

Ruth:

So you couldn't change the set-up in your room at all.
resuscitation bench that was screwed down to the floor
which I soon took away,

Ruth:

Sounds like Little House on the Prairie,

Ruth:

~ere there any physical problem with the buildings
that you taught at like when they needed up keep,
like you said?

Emma:

No, the di~tricts I taught in if there was something
wrong, I just told the school board it had to be
fixed and they did,
I never had any problems,

Ruth:

You didn't have any problems getting it done,

Emma:

I didn't put up with mouse holes and rat holes and
mice in the building or anythin3,
They went after
I got there because we fixed those things and the
tiolets you know the privys outdoors.
They were
fixed up to where they looked nice and we kept them
shining.
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Ruth:

what do you think has happened to the schoolhouse
now that you know since there's just you know alot
of buildings now where kids all come to school?

Emma:

The ones I was in are no longer there.
They were
either sold and made into a house or they were
just torn down and the wood sold for buildin& some
place else.
They were sold on an auction.

Ruth:

How about - what about the supplies and equipment
after school was closed?

Emma:

That was my obligation and my responsibility to see
that these were all taken care of during the summer
and be there in the fall,

Ruth:

Uhere would they be stored?

Emma:

They would be stored in the schoolhouse and you will
be surprised, our schoolhouses were never locked,
Especially not in the wintertime.
This was cattle
country.
It was too far away.
If somebody was out
and they needed to get out of a blizzard, they could
go to a schoolhouse.

Ruth:

The schoolhouse would be used for other things as
well as school.

Emma:

It was not unusual for me to get there early in the
morning and find three or four guys just making a
cup of cofee in the schoolhouse because they spent
the night there, But nothing was ever ruined.
Nothing,
I can not, I can never think of vandelism in our
school buildings,
There just wasn't any.
Kow if
you would leave a building opened so somebody could
get out of the weather, you know, well you'd have
everything else in it,

Ruth:

You wouldn't know what would be left for you to have.

Ruth:

What was the age of the child you usually taught'

Emma:

From 5 to about 16.
The eighth graders usually
attended school so poorly that some of them didn't
get out, you know, just at 14, so they kept coming
until they finished their eighth grade,
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Ruth:

Or until they passed their tests or things like
that.

Ruth:

Did you have many children move during the course
of the - - - 1

Emma:

Not in the districts like here at Rush County or
Phillips County where it was the plain farmers,
In Ellinwood, yes.
I had in and out,
We had the
staples,
We had in and out because it was grazing
country and you had the landowners who lived any
place who knows where and these were the squatters,
we called them, that would come in, tend to the
cattle or the horses for a year or two and then
move on.

Ruth:

How did rr.ost of the kids get to school?

Em:ca:

Walk.

Ruth:

They had to walk.

Emma:

Walk or horseback.

I!

Ruth:

How long do you - how long - it just depended on
how far away - - - ?

Emma:

- how far away they were.
I can't think of any
child being brought in a car, not, not in not in
Barton County where I was teaching there,
I left
therein "48 11 •
Even I walked.

Ruth:

How long did it take you to get to school in the
morning?

Emma:

I allowed myself a half-hour.
I had 2½ miles and I
didn't need it except if the snow was real deep then
you needed~ little more time.
But I had a horse or
a pony that one of the guys gave me,
I'd ride it to
school and then I'd send it off and it would go back
home and get him.

Ruth:

That sounds good.

Emma:

He needed it to round up his cattle.

Ruth:

But most of the time, like in the wintertime, you
wal~ed even though - - - •
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Emma:

In the wintertime, I took the horse because it
went across country and it didn't stop for gates,
I had to learn how to ride that thing first.

Ruth:

o - o - oh!

I bet that was something,

It jumped the fences.

It didn't stop for gates,

Ruth:

You had to put glue on so that he didn't buck you
off,

Ruth:

Row many students did you have?

Emma:

In Barton County on the average there, it averaged
anywhere from 24 to 30 but as I say that was a school
where the children went, came, I maybe have them
9 weeks and they would be on or maybe a year then
gone,
But there was the basic there so we always
had at least 20 to 24,

Ruth:

How about in the grade levels you said you taught
were?

Emma:

I taught from 1st grade through 8th grade, all the
time,

Ruth:

~hat type of occupations did the students usually
take up?

Emma:

After school?

Ruth:

Yes.

Emma:

Farming.
There was not much choice because the
parents themselves were not geared for high school,
Even, some of them, well two of them I can remember
that I was successful in talked the parents into
letting them go on to high school at least because
they were very gifted.
But they came back to the
farm anyway but then I thought it didn't hurt them
to get out.
One girl go to go on, she became a
nurse and I was glad because they were large families
and I don't see how anybody could make a living
everybody sitting at home.

Ruth:

Did you have alot of brother-sister combinations?

Emma:

Brother-sister, oh, yes.
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Ruth:

Cousins.

Emma:

Cousins, yes,

Ruth:

How did the students in your school - did they
come from different cultural background differences?

Emma:

Not like at Nacoma or Phillipsburg,
They were
same background, same culture but now down at
Ellinwood, we had many cultures because it was
ah, some of the landowners didn't live on their
land,
There were these squatters that would
come in,
We had especially, I would remember
people that would come in from Arkansas and they
had an altogether different culture.
They were
the poor people.
They would come - - - and these
landowners didn't have too good of houses on their
land that these people lived in so these were poor
people,
Very poor people that would take care of
cattle for just nothing.

Ruth:

What would be the average number of years a child
would of spent in school?

Emma:

When I was teaching, they went eight years,

Ruth:

Eight years.

Emma:

Yes, now not everybody went to high school, Very
few even in ''48",
Very few went to high school,

Ruth:

How many years were they required to go?

Emma:

Eight,

Ruth:

Eight years,
Eight, yes or until they were 16,

Ruth:

Are there any outstanding students that you like
to ffiention?

Emma:

Oh, yes!
There were quite a few outstanding students
and ah, even some that later on, you know may, may
not have gone to high school but proved themselves by
going - - - ,
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Ruth:

hhat type of occupations did they later get into?

Emma:

Many of them got into ah, construction work and ah,
nursing of course not into the professionals because
you'd have to have schooling for that. You know,
just skilled labor that's where they needed to be
skilled in,

Ruth:

What was the dress, overall appearance of most of
the kids?

Emma:

Not bad, except and you know surprisingly in Ellinwood, in the area where we had the transients come
and go.
They were very poor, of course, best the
community like other children you know that went to
school there, they shared.
For instance, the family
I stayed with had four boys and three girls, that
mother was forever taking dresses, clothing and shoes.

Ruth:

Did they wear alot of hand-me-downs?

Emma:

Oh,yes.
Oh, well yes even within the family.
even wore hantl-ce-downs.

Ruth:

I did too,

Emma:

And ah, I mean some girl my age or something like
that would have something, you know, she'd give it
to me, especially if we had something special like
teacher's meetings or something she said "I have a
nice dress you should wear to that,''
I'd borrow her
dress.
She'd let me wear her dress, you know, because
I wasn't making any money teaching.
So, no I don't
know,
The community I was in they took care of their
poor even if they, even if they just while those
children were dressed when they came to school and they
were fed,
One mother kept every noon she would come
with a great big kettle of Eomething to feed those poor
kids that didn't have dinner pails.
You took your
dinner pails.

Ruth:

How about the cost?
Can you remeober the cost of
education during that time?
Did the parents have
to pay?

Emma:

No, the parents didn't have to pay a thing.
It was
free school.
There was no expense to the parents at
all on anything but the books.
They had to buy the

I
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books and for that time it vas probably high
because they didn't make that much.
Ruth:

What was the average cost?

Emma:

You probably could buy your set of books for $7.00,
I would say, you knov.

Ruth:

Did they get to keep them once they were through?

Emma:

Yes, they were yours.
You took them home.
Eut see
they didn't change them that often.
Your sister or
your brother the next year took the~, the next year,
the next year, and even if the books changed you
happened to have that reader at home, so you brought
it anyway.
That's the one you went through.

Ruth:

That's how they used those things.

Emma:

If the parents were too poor to buy books, you know.

Ruth:

In the idea of the school and the community, how or
why was, you know, was the school built there? Could
they of had it in a house or things like that?

Enma:

No, I think that's a state law.
The land far the
school was ah, those were state supported schools.
Yeah.

Ruth:

They were set up in an area brought by the state,

Emma:

The district had to levy a tax.
I mean but they were
state schools,
It is something similar ta what we
Yeah,
have now,

Ruth:

Was the schoolhouses incthe community used ever used
far social activites?

Emma:

Yes.

Ruth:

Can you tell me the different things it might of been
used for?

Emma:

Our schoolhouse, District 38, Lincoln out at Barton
County, we used it for 4-H's, we used it far ah, ah,
they had a community social where come people from
the whole district would came whether they had kids
in the building or not.
There was a Southern Baptist
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that used ·it for church activites because they
didn't have a big enough church, besides there
was our school affairs, of course, regular social
affairs.
Ruth:

Sounds like it was used for alot,

Ruth:

~ere there any particular traditions at the school
that you could remember?

Emma;

Not excepting that the school expected, they wouldn't
have let you get by without the boxed suppers, the
spelling bees, and the programs.
Those were traditions.

Ruth:

Uas there a school board at your schools?

Emma:

Yes, you have school boards,

Ruth:

They were composed of farmers.

They were farmers.

Yes, they were farmers and they expected you to know
the laws and keep you books for them,
Ruth:

Did you have to attend the school board meetings?

Err.ma:

Oh, yes, yes.
to.

Ruth:

So you could keep abreast of everything.

Enna:

So I could keep the~ abreast of what was needed and
I could know what was going on in our district.

Ruth:

Do you remember the names of the members?

Emma:

Harry Koch was a, that is K-o-c-h,
rggers and Shartz,
Mike Shartz, Michael 3hartz and Knopp, Leonard were
the school -board members when l was there.
Leonard
Knopp is sone, Mike Sharts is gone.
Harry Koch is
still elive,

Ruth:

Do you know where he might be?

Emma:

In Ellinwood,
In Ellinwood,
The last I knew he was
still there. !larvin Koch was his son.
I know Marvin
still lives on the farm,
Harry may have moved into
town by now.
Harry would be younger than I,
He
could be 60 though.

I

didn't have to but I

did,

I wanted
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Ruth:

Did they have a PTA organization?

Emma:

Yes,
Ue didn't, maybe we didn't call it PTA,
You
know we were modern,
We called it Home and School.

Ruth:

Home and School.

Ruth:

That's what we call ours now id Home and School.

(Laugh)

(Pause - Shut off Tape)
Emma:

We didn't call it PTA.
We must not of been state
affiliated with the PTA because PTA is state and
national.
But we had regular meetings.
In fact,
I met every month with the school board,

Ruth:

How often did they have school board meetings?

Emma:

Once a month, I met every month with them.
Our PTA
meetings wer not regular but they would just call
them.
We could have two a month sometimes,
It just
depended on what we wanted to do.

Ruth:

How did you know teachers then - - - how were they
hired and fired?
~as that up to the school board?

Emma:

Up to the school board definitely.
up to the school board.

Ruth:

Did anyone else have any imput or whether they should
be hired or fired?
Did the community have any influence?

Emma:

Not in my case.
The other part of the community, if
you asked them to come to a, like a, board meetin~ or
if you were toin& to decide whether we wanted to buy
this or that, they said that's what we've got the
board for,
They didn't really ever want to take time
to have a vote or anything.

~uth:

Do you interview with the school board?

Emma:

If they wanted you, they hired you. You never knew
whether they wanted you for the next year or not,
They didn't have to tell you.
You know, just the end
of school, the last day of school, if they handed you
a contract, you knew you were wanted.
If they didn't
hand you a contract, you just said sood-bye and walked
off.

Strictly, strictly

31
Ruth:

You had to look for something else.

Ruth:

Like you mentioned earlier about the baseball games,
the activities, is there anything other interactions
between different schools?

Emma:

Spelling Bees,

Ruth:

The spelling bees.

Emma:

And we had some socials, just picnics together, that
is farmers would bring the kids in their pickups and
we'd go to a certain spot, usually to the park in
Ellinwood.

Ruth:

Were there any controversies surrounding the school?

Emma:

Not that I can remember,
The only thing that I
might call a controversy and that was my misunderstanding but it wasn't a controversy and that is
when I lived with the Seven-Day Adventists and I
didn't quite understand their religion about the
celebration of Chr1st~ad and Easter and so on,
But
it wasn't any that I call bitterness, the board just
told me that they don't, you know, observe those,
It was no problem.

Ruth:

How do you think the school - do you think the school
made alot of contributions to the community?

Emma:

Yes, I think without the school, the community wasn't
as close,
When the school closed down, the community
because see they had always different churches so
they didn't have the church as a unified community
factor.
But they all cam to the same school and the
churches didn't bother,
I mean I had various churchesc
represented in my schools, hut they worked to;ether
as a community.

Ruth:

You mentioned tost of those schools, why do you think
they closed?
~e closed because of the state.
Consolidation was
reason why RY schools closed.
Consolidation or at
Hount Zion closed because no core children there,
was too expensive,
They just moved into the next
district,
So they consolidated on their own,
But
other schools were closed because of consolidation

a
It
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the parents were not happy,
Ruth:

Because then they would have to truck their kids
farther to another school,

Ruth:

Talking about schools, the money and things like
that, how, how was the land purchased for the
achool?

Emma:

I didn't check into how they
That I don't know.
got the land.
The schoolhouses were already there.

Ruth:

Eut the land was bou~ht by the state.

Ewma:

No, I think the land that our school, particularly,
was donated by a farmer because the land referred
back to him when the school closed.
So it was just
donated.
The building was sold because it was built
by district money but the land referred back to the
farmer.

Ruth:

How did the community help finance when it cace time
to construct the school!
It was really just really
everybody helped themselves.

I don't know whether, how they got the money to build
the schools.
I was never around when the school was
built.
Now if you needed something, like we wanted
to remodel the school, the community either just
donated money, or we had some money-making project in
the community.

Ruth:

How much did it cost for each student like to go to
achool?

E::11:1 a:

Yes, this I don't know.
I don't know the averabe
cost of what it cost us to educate a child, because
see I don't know, the -

Ruth:

You knew what it costs for books and things like that.

Emma:

well you see the district didn't have to pay for books.
Ihe parents had to buy the books.

Ruth:

Getting back to years, what was, how much was your 1st
pay check.
Can you reme~ber?
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Emma:

Yes, $35.00 a month,

Ruth:

$35.00 a month.

Erama:

But that was only for my first year.
Then I went
to $45,00.
Then from $45,00, my next school was
$50.00,
Then I went to $75.00 because then I went
down to Ellinwood,
From $50,00, I went to $75.00
because I told them they are going to have to pay
$75,00 a month to get a teacher down there that
would hold that school and I went,

Ruth:

Bow about your salary for your last years of
teaching?

Emma:

In the rural areas, you wouldn't believe this,
took a cut in comin; into Bays,
- took a cut comine into Hays.

Ruth:

From - - -

I
•

Emma:

-

Ruth:

Hum,

'.1.uth:

Eow was your salary determined?

Er:.n:a:

By the school board.

Ruth:

The school board had a set - - -

Emma:

They said this is how much we'll pay you; take it
of leave it,
There was no negotiatin&,

Ruth:

You didn't have any voice - - -

Emma:

Ko voice.

Ruth:

How did ya ·get your pay check?

-

-

a rural area.

that is different,

,

The school clerk brought it to me every month
believe it or not,
Ruth:

What day?

Emma:

The end of the month.

Ruth:

It doesn't sound like nothing really changed,
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Ruth:

llow do you think schools now a day differ from
like the ones that you taught at?

Emma:

hell, when I came to Hays, the only building I
I was there for
taught in was Lincoln School.
33 years.

Ruth:

You mean you taught in Lincoln School.

Emma:

33 years.

Ruth:

~ell then I was up there when the - - - in the Fall
of 1975.
I came up and worked with Bea Boos and
Valerie Karl.
It was 4th Grade,
And I remember
that was the first time I remember seeing you.

I was doing 6th Grade at the time.
~uth:

And I worked up there with Valerie Karl for a
semester.

Emma:

Wasn't she a jewel!

Ruth:

Yes, oh, well ah, Bea, they did some team teaching
like she went to Bea's room and then Bea would come
over to her room.
Bea had a different way of
teaching social studies that would just have me in
awe.
She had her social studies and her writing
together, all sorts of stuff,
It was just anazing
to watch the kids,

Emma:

well, ok, you saw a rural teacher in action with
Bea Boos,
She was a rural teacher.
You have to do
that in the rural schools.
You can't teach one
subject at a tine and one grade at a time.
I had all
the grades at a time,

Ruth:

Did you have alot of time when the kids would offer
their own opinions on different things?
Oh, certainly, certainly and I never taught one grade
at a time.
You never got through the day,
Social
studies,
There's no readon why first, second, third
or fourth grade can't chime in and sometimes the
seventh and eighth ~rade along with then.

rruth:

Did they have alot in there when like when like when,
you were teaching rural school, like when Pearl Parbor
was bombed?
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£n:wa.:

Ruth:

Did you bring ■ lot of the history, like something
that was happening now?

Err.ma:

We sur~ly did,
Believe it or not one of the cuys
had a radio.
Old, old radio.
A Hoatarola!

Ruth:

A Moatarola!
How - - - was it, how was it runned,
like on batteries?

Emma:

From his little old !'.odel-T truck.

Ruth:

And you guys could go out and listen to that.

Err.ma :

Oh• we were modern.

Ruth:

Considerint the ways. you know, schools were you
know, if you had lights you were fortunate.

Yes, but we didn't.
Ruth:

Even the ~as lamps were you know - -

Emma:

I never had to worry with gas lamps. ~e never had
any.
I ! we needed lights at night for some occasion,
the farmers just brought the lamps.

Ruth:

~ell that's all I have.
All my questions.
Thank
you.
I appreciate it.
You don't know how much that
has helped me out,
I wanted so bad to interview you.
I heard so many good things visiting with Hrs,
Tangeman and things,
I know one lady I'd love to sit
and visit with and find out what it was like because
I myself, comparing, listening to other reople talking
about what it was like in those school times, made me
a little bit more aware, you know, what it was like.

Emma:

In the rural areas, the people like to remember the
bad thincs.
I mean, you know, always sure and block
everything into one bad - - - • Rural areas, it
depended on the community spirit.
If you had a
community that did not work together with the school,
then that's where you had all those horrible thin;s
happening like, you know, pranks, fightings, quarrels
and squabbles among people all the time.
Dut I never
had that.
In the communities I was in, I don't know
communities worked tocether,
~e had school and parents

-
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If we had an unhappy parent,
working together.
talked with them,
We found out what the unhappiness
all was about.
I mean we just didn't knock somebody down.
Ruth:

You kept abreast like of everything that was going on.

Emma:

I visited my parents.
I was in every home.
Many
times,
Even in the homes that weren't homes that
were just shanties,
Don't see how anyone could put
up such houses and make people live in them,

Ruth:

~ere you ever invited there like for supper?
I

ate with them many of times and I

did not get sick.

Ruth:

You could get a low-doun on just how the family got
alon& toiether, too.

Emma:

You have to live with people.
You have to know
people if you are ;oin; to live with them.
I went
coyote hunting on Saturdays with ny ei;th graders and
ny seventh graders.
I went fishin& with cy school
1 :e had
boys and their wives.
I went coon hunting.
a coon in our building,
TTe had a great big seven
foot bull-snake in our building.
Mice, not running
loose but we had a ground squirrel in our building
and then the snake ate it.
These farm kids knew
this material.
I had to learn.
I didn't like snakes
until I had snakes crawling around in ~y buildings.

~uth:

Do you think the kids taught you anything as a
teacher?

Emma:

Oh, heavens yes.
come from a farn.

Ruth:

I bet that would even be a joy.

I was not a farmer.

I didn't

I enjoyed it.
I fished in the Arkansas River.
I
hunted coon along the Arkansas River.
I went coyote
hunting along the Arkansas River.
I rode the range
for the cattle.
r..uth:

And you learned how to ride a horse pretty good.
And I learned hov to ride a horse and stay on it when
it jumps the fences.
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Ruth:

That would be a chore.
I have trouble sittinb
on those thinbs now myself.

